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Division 66:  Indigenous Affairs, $17 414 000 - 
Mr Dean, Chairman. 

Mr Carpenter, Minister for Indigenous Affairs. 

Mr R. Curry, Acting Director General. 

Mr S. Stylianou, Acting Director, Corporate Services. 

Mr M. Collins, Assistant Director, Land Branch. 

Mr T. Tann, Assistant Director, Policy and Equity. 

Ms P. Thorley, Acting Director, Regional Operations. 

Mr TEMPLEMAN:  The first dot point on page 1114 refers to heritage grants to indigenous community groups 
to assist in the promotion, protection and management of indigenous heritage and culture.  How does the 
department plan in the next financial year to promote, protect and manage indigenous heritage and culture? 

Mr CARPENTER:  We developed this policy as an initiative during the past calendar year.  Last year we set up a 
fund of $100 000 for reconciliation grants which were available to community groups for community-based 
projects that would further reconciliation between Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal people.  It was very 
successful, so much so that we are continuing that reconciliation grant process.  We have heard from people 
involved in indigenous affairs from around Australia and from New Zealand.  The New Zealanders have some 
very exciting projects for their indigenous culture - well ahead of Australia in many regards.  We decided, in 
consultation with some of the Aboriginal groups, that a heritage grant scheme would be of great benefit in 
Western Australia.  It is essentially for small community-based projects from local groups.  The fund of 
$100 000 is for projects costing up to $5 000, to promote, protect and encourage awareness of Aboriginal 
heritage and culture in Western Australia.  It is set apart from the day-to-day activities of the department and 
other Aboriginal organisations and is a new initiative altogether.  I do not know if there is any such thing as a 
non-new initiative.  However, it is an initiative. 

The activities that would meet the criteria for application for the grant include some site protection and 
promotion of culture through local events.  Members might imagine that some of the community groups in 
Mandurah might want to stage some sort of event that would promote heritage and culture in their area.  The 
activities would include community-based education programs, including education through schools.  As 
Minister for Education, I have had conversations with the director general of the department about promoting the 
concept in the education area.  The activities also include the gathering of archival and historical information, as 
well as the preservation of language, which is a huge issue among Aboriginal people, not only in the remote 
areas but also in Perth among the Nyoongah people for the protection, maintenance and promotion of their 
language.  That is not an exclusive outline of the kind of project areas that would attract funding, but that gives a 
general idea of the project.  The initiative is designed to increase awareness of and enhance Aboriginal heritage 
and culture at the local level.  

[3.20 pm] 

Mr WALDRON:  The fifth dot point on page 1112 in the major achievements for 2001-02 states - 

Provided support to 21 Aboriginal community patrols. 

That statement is repeated on page 1113 in the major initiatives for 2002-03.  Is the same level of funding 
available this year as was available last year for these Aboriginal patrols; is there provision to increase the 
number of patrols on a needs basis; and have they been successful?  There have been some problems in my area 
with one of these patrols, which is why I want to know how the program is going generally. 

Mr CARPENTER:  I will ask Mr Curry to provide most of the detail but, in essence, the patrols are considered to 
be valuable and worth continuing; there will be additional moneys; and it has been mentioned twice because it is 
such a good program that we thought we would rub it in!  The Department of Indigenous Affairs - previously the 
Department of Aboriginal Affairs - at various stages in its history has attempted unsuccessfully to be all things to 
all Aboriginal people.  We have steered it away from being a service delivery department to a coordination 
department with specific emphasis on land, culture and heritage within the legislative requirement of the 
department.  However, we have maintained direct responsibility for Aboriginal street patrols because they are a 
very important service.  We agree they have various levels of success and that in some places there are problems, 
often relating to insufficient funding.  The patrols basically run on the smell of an oily rag.  We do want to 
continue them and we are providing funding for them.   
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Mr CURRY:  In addition to the $145 000 increase for patrols this financial year, there is an additional $160 000 
in the next financial year.  At this stage there is no intention to increase the number of patrols.  However, the 
expenditure review committee asked the department to conduct an evaluation on the effectiveness of the patrols, 
particularly to examine the cost savings to government of the patrols’ effectiveness in relieving pressure on 
departments such as the police, Family and Children’s Services, and so on.  That evaluation has been budgeted 
for in the coming financial year, which may result in some savings that will be applied to patrols.  However, the 
budget moneys are quarantined for patrols and will be used accordingly.   

Mr WALDRON:  What is the budget for the program this year? 

Mr STYLIANOU:  The annual budget for this year is $1 040 000 and the figure will increase next year to 
$1 155 000.  

Mr WATSON:  I note on page 1110 under major policy decisions a line regarding the Aboriginal reconciliation 
funding initiative of $160 000 over four years.  Can the minister advise what that reconciliation initiative will 
do? 

Mr CARPENTER:  Yes.  I referred briefly to the Aboriginal reconciliation funding initiative in the preface to my 
answer to the previous question.  We are initially putting $100 000 into this pre-election commitment.  We 
consider the initiative to have been very successful.  As I said, it is targeted basically at local reconciliation 
projects that are deemed to further the understanding of reconciliation between Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal 
groups.  The member will recall that last Friday we visited Spencer Park Primary School in Albany.  That school 
successfully accessed $2 500 for a reconciliation project, which was to build a gazebo as a meeting place for 
Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal people.  There is another project at the education support centre attached to the 
school for which an amount of $1 400 has been approved for a mosaic tile display to further reconciliation in the 
school.  A considerable number of Aboriginal parents were present on the day we visited the school assembly.  It 
is obviously a project that has merit and is probably working already. 

Mr WATSON:  It is excellent. 

Mr CARPENTER:  We have continued the funding.  As I said, in 2001-02 there was a one-off funding allocation 
of $105 000.  In recognition of the importance of the program, the department identified internal funding of 
$60 000 from reprioritised programs, which will be supplemented by an additional $40 000.  In other words, the 
total funding will be $100 000.  That is $160 000 additional over the four years - $40 000 each year.  However, 
through the brilliant management of the department from all the advisers in the Chamber today, we have been 
able to become more efficient, to target our resources better and to liberate internally the required additional 
$240 000 to make this a $400 000 project over four years.  I commend the officers of the department for their 
skill and expertise.   

Ms SUE WALKER:  I refer to the Aboriginal community patrols mentioned on page 1113.  Are any community 
patrols in the Northbridge area funded by the department?  I came across an Aboriginal community patrol in that 
area.  Is that part of the Government’s program in Northbridge? 

Mr CARPENTER:  Yes. 

Ms SUE WALKER:  How much does that patrol cost; how many people are involved; how many nights per 
week do they work; how effective is it; and how long has it been running? 

Mr CARPENTER:  I will endeavour to do my best to answer all of those points. 

Mr TANN:  I do not have specific information on the total budget but I believe we provide $60 000 for the 
Northbridge patrol.  That is a minor contribution compared with other contributions to the running of the patrol. 

Mr CARPENTER:  To explain that comment of Mr Tann, the Northbridge patrol grew as a local initiative of 
Northbridge traders who took it upon themselves to try to address the problems associated with Aboriginal youth 
in the area at night-time.  The City of Perth is also a significant contributor and, of course, there is the state 
contribution of $60 000.  Generally, an assessment is done and the assessment provided to me was that it is a 
patrol that is supported by the Northbridge traders and the City of Perth who want it to continue.  It is regarded 
as successful.  I am not sure when it started but it was some years ago now and the intention is to continue it. 
Ms SUE WALKER:  I raise it because of tourism in Northbridge.  How is the success or effectiveness of that 
group measured, given that there is real concern now?  As recently as late last week, I spoke to a group of 
businessmen about what is happening in Northbridge.  How does the minister measure the success of that patrol? 
Mr CARPENTER:  Have the businesspeople said they want the patrol stopped? 
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Ms SUE WALKER:  No.  I am asking whether it is effective.  I think Clarrie Isaacs, whom I have met, is in 
charge of that patrol.  My point is that the businessmen have not asked for it to be stopped.  The minister said it 
was successful and I am asking how he measured its success. 

Mr CARPENTER:  That is a good question and one on which we must exercise our minds with all the other 
patrols.  The department has a gauge, I suppose, of the number of people who are assisted by the patrol.  It 
makes an assessment of the reporting that comes from people who are directly involved or associated with the 
patrol - in this case the Northbridge traders - about whether it is worth continuing.  There are issues in 
Northbridge relating to Aboriginal youths and other youths, including youths of Vietnamese origin.  I believe 
that situation will be exacerbated if we stop these patrols. 

Dr CONSTABLE:  My question is about the general allocation of resources.  If I must nominate a page, it relates 
to page 1109.  How many regional offices does the department have; have there been any changes in those 
offices in the past year through cutbacks or closures; and does the minister intend in the forthcoming year to 
change the allocation of resources, dollars and full-time equivalents?  

[3.30 pm] 

Mr CARPENTER:  There have been cutbacks in the number of offices.  When I became the Minister for 
Indigenous Affairs, I inherited what was described as a local area coordination model which the previous 
director general, Mr Haydn Lowe, had imported from his experience in the disability services area and under 
which a local area coordinator was assigned to every 50 people with a disability.  Under the model that Mr Lowe 
was seeking to implement in Aboriginal affairs, a wide network of local area coordinators were scattered across 
the State to deal with, for want of a better term, Aboriginal people.  I have never considered aboriginality to be a 
disability.  Aboriginal people do not need that kind of approach.  It smacks to me of the old welfare, control-
their-life model.  Therefore, we went through a process of assessing what value, if any, there was in those local 
area coordination offices, and the general view was that there was little or none.  Most of the Aboriginal people 
to whom we spoke wanted them closed.  In fact, to be truthful, they went further than that.  They wanted the 
whole department to be shut down, because they believed it did not serve the function that it should serve; 
namely, a policy coordination model.  That is what a significant group of senior Aboriginal people wanted.  
However, the reality was that that view was not held universally in the Aboriginal community.  

We believed there were statutory requirements under the Aboriginal Heritage Act that needed to be met, but we 
needed to operate more efficiently.  We believed also that the department needed to have a reason for being other 
than that there were Aboriginal people.  That reason for being was driven by statutory requirements.  Therefore, 
we focused on those statutory requirements; namely, land, heritage and culture.  We also - and members have 
heard a lot about it - focused on the all-of-government approach to issues as part of a coordinating role between 
departments to facilitate change.  Therefore, I went through the process of closing offices.   

Mr CURRY:  The offices that have been closed this year are Mandurah, Fremantle, Onslow, Roebourne, 
Mirrabooka, Fitzroy Crossing, Narrogin, Katanning and Carnarvon.  The south metropolitan-south western 
region has also been closed, which brings us from seven regions to six.   

Dr CONSTABLE:  When you say closed, does that mean you have amalgamated? 

Mr CURRY:  We have changed the boundaries and amalgamated that region into the region that is managed 
from Perth.    

Dr CONSTABLE:  It would be useful to have a list of the places in which you currently have offices.   

Mr STYLIANOU:  In the Kimberley region we have Kununurra, Derby, Halls Creek and Broome; in the Pilbara 
region we have Newman and South Hedland; in the Murchison-Gascoyne region we have Meekatharra and 
Geraldton; in the goldfields region we have Laverton and Kalgoorlie; in the southern region we have Albany and 
Bunbury; and in the metropolitan-wheatbelt region we have Merredin, Northam, Armadale and Midland.  We 
also have Perth. 

Dr CONSTABLE:  What is the total number of FTEs in the department; and how many of those FTEs are in 
Perth - I imagine you have a central office in Perth - and how many are in the offices that Mr Curry has just 
listed?  

Mr STYLIANOU:  I do not have the exact numbers, but there are about 65 people in Perth and about 60 in the 
regions.  I can give you the exact figure as supplementary information.  

Mr CARPENTER:  We will provide the breakdown of the staffing levels between the metropolitan and the non-
metropolitan area, and the numbers in each of those offices. 

[Supplementary Information No A19] 
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Mr WALDRON:  One of the major initiatives for 2002-03 at page 1114 is to progress the land transfer program.  
Does this program involve the Indigenous Land Corporation, which is a commonwealth body?  

Mr CARPENTER:  The Aboriginal Lands Trust administers, under the direction of the minister, what were in 
effect the old Aboriginal town reserves, bush reserves and rural reserves, which constitute approximately 13 per 
cent of the State.  After a report done under the previous Government by the late former Senator Nevill Bonner 
recommending that those lands be returned to the control of Aboriginal people, the previous Government 
embarked upon that process, and we are continuing it.   

Mr COLLINS:  We work closely with the native title representative bodies, which are the indigenous land 
councils.  It is a requirement of the Native Title Act that we consult the traditional owners and native title 
representative bodies.  The minister mentioned that we hold some 13 per cent of the State, or 27 million hectares, 
of which 350-odd properties are held by the trust.  We have transferred some 22 of those properties to Aboriginal 
ownership, and some 80 are under negotiation.  We are also working closely with the Native Title Office in the 
Department of the Premier and Cabinet to try to progress some transfers as part of native title consent 
determinations.   

Mr WALDRON:  Does the Indigenous Land Corporation look after farming properties that go to Aboriginal 
groups to manage, etc, or purely the old reserves?  

Mr COLLINS:  I think you are getting a bit confused. 

Mr WALDRON:  That is why I asked the question. 

Mr COLLINS:  There are native title representative bodies that are Aboriginal or indigenous land councils, as 
opposed to the Indigenous Land Corporation, which is the body that you are referring to.  That is a 
commonwealth body that purchases farming lands and other lands for indigenous groups.  We work with it on 
land management programs, but it is not involved in the land transfer program.   

Mr CARPENTER:  As I recall, the Indigenous Land Corporation was set up as a result of a Paul Keating 
decision to find a way of conferring a non-native title benefit upon people who had been dispossessed of their 
land but would not be beneficiaries of the native title process.  Quite a large amount of money - I think about 
$200 million - was set up in a fund to purchase land for that purpose.  It is separate from the Aboriginal Lands 
Trust.  

Mr WALDRON:  I have dealt with two or three of these land councils in my region, and we are currently 
experiencing some difficulties with one of them.  Has the minister come across problems with the Indigenous 
Land Corporation with regard to landowners, etc?  Is that a fairly normal thing that happens?   

Mr CARPENTER:  I have not come across problems.  

Mr COLLINS:  It would be fair to say there have been some problems with management support for those 
properties and with training and administrative support for the bodies that have taken over those properties. 

[3.40 pm] 

Ms SUE WALKER:  I refer to page 1115 and the major achievements of 2001-02.  I note that the minister has 
completed the development and delivery of an awareness-raising video on sexual abuse issues in indigenous 
communities.  Was that video brought out before the Gordon inquiry or was it complementary to the Gordon 
inquiry? 

Mr CARPENTER:  That initiative was instigated before the Gordon inquiry and was in response to the 
awareness that this was a huge issue and largely unspoken about until recent times.  In the last couple of years it 
has really started to come out but until then there had been little, if any, public recognition or discussion about 
this issue.  Mr Curry is more familiar with the initiative.   

Mr CURRY:  The video was designed to create awareness in a sensitive way to address the matters of family 
violence and, in particular, child sexual abuse in communities.  The strategy associated with that video was just 
as important as producing the video itself.  In other words, the way that it was introduced into communities had 
to be a negotiated process with each community in regard to its acceptance and ability to cope with the issues 
that may arise.  

Ms SUE WALKER:  Is that in relation to communities in towns as well as remote Aboriginal communities?  

Mr CURRY:  One size does not fit all with that video.  It is appropriate to some communities and inappropriate 
to others.  It may be applicable in metropolitan areas as well as being suitable to a remote area.  However, the 
guiding light is that we do not want to introduce something that creates difficulties in a community.  The video 
was intended to complement a broader strategy in relation to dealing with family violence and child sexual 
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abuse.  It is a broad sweeping document that is used selectively and is equally applicable to metropolitan and 
country areas.  

Dr CONSTABLE:  My question relates to page 1113, dot point six and the formal identification of Aboriginal 
sites.  What is the current funding for this financial year and what will it be for the following financial year?  
What number of full-time equivalents from the Department of Indigenous Affairs are specifically working on the 
recording of Aboriginal sites that have been identified? 

Mr STYLIANOU:  Resources are available in the Perth office and in the regions.  Three people are based in the 
Perth office who deal with site recordings.  

Dr CONSTABLE:  Has that number of people changed in the last year or so, or is it likely to change in the 
coming year? 

Mr STYLIANOU:  I cannot answer that.  However, we recognised that that was an issue and allocated additional 
resources.    

Ms THORLEY:  The number of staff in the Perth office has not increased, but it has significantly increased in 
the regional offices to 13. 

Dr CONSTABLE:  Are there 13 people throughout the State or are there 13 plus those working in the Perth 
office? 

Ms THORLEY:  There are 13 FTE land and heritage officers working in the regional areas, which we try not to 
separate because they are integral, and then there is the team working in Perth.  

Dr CONSTABLE:  I understand there is a backlog in formally recording the sites that have been identified.  
Often those sites are identified through archaeologists and anthropologists working in the area of mining 
exploration and so on and there is a concern amongst those people that there is a backlog and that mining 
exploration is continuing before the sites are recorded.  There is a time gap that may not be in the best interests 
of Aboriginals in the State.  

Mr CARPENTER:  I will get Ms Thorley to provide more detail on that matter.  That very fact is one of the 
things that drove us to refocus the department’s activities.  What is the department there for if not for heritage 
land issues, cultural issues and so on?  What happened under previous Governments involved an “all things to all 
people” approach that ended up meaning nothing to anybody.  There are statutory requirements that I, as 
minister, am responsible for, such as the Aboriginal Heritage Act and the Aboriginal Lands Trust.  We 
conscientiously decided that we had to focus our efforts on those specific functions of the department, which is 
why we increased the number of people working in the land and heritage area and will continue with that 
refocusing.  However, the member for Churchlands was absolutely right.  Shocking as it was to me when I 
became the Minister for Indigenous Affairs, the administration of the department had been kept totally out of 
anything to do with native title issues.  Obviously it was a ludicrous situation when the department is dealing 
with culture, heritage and land.  Yet, under the previous Government, there was no involvement whatsoever 
from our department in anything to do with native title issues.  Of course, the areas overlap and we had been 
going through native title determinations and getting to the very last stroke - so to speak - and discovering that 
there were land and heritage issues that had not been addressed because there had been no coordination between 
the department and the native title process.  The issue that the member for Churchlands raised is vital and one 
that crystallised in our minds the need to carry out our business differently. 

Ms THORLEY:  There is a backlog of recording and in this financial year the department has allocated resources 
to minimise that backlog.  However, it is also providing resources in the next financial year for an improvement 
and upgrade in the database system.  

Dr CONSTABLE:  What is the extent of the backlog and how many sites have been identified that are yet to be 
recorded?   

Mr CARPENTER:  At this stage I am unable to answer that.  

Dr CONSTABLE:  How many reports from anthropologists and others are waiting to be reviewed and have sites 
recorded?  I imagine the situation is such that an anthropologist or archaeologist has been employed to identify 
sites because mining companies are interested in exploration.  A report is done, the report then gathers dust and 
those sites are not properly recorded.  Is that what is happening?  

Ms THORLEY:  That was what was happening in the past but it is not happening now.  When reports come in 
they are assessed - 

Dr CONSTABLE:  So there is no backlog. 
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Ms THORLEY:  There is a backlog, but that is from the previous years.  A process is now in place that enables 
reports to be assessed when they come in. 
Dr CONSTABLE:  How far back does that backlog go?  
Mr CARPENTER:  Generally it would go back about 170 years. 
Dr CONSTABLE:  I want a serious answer. 
Mr CARPENTER:  I am serious.  There has never been a systemic approach to this issue.  People have been 
running around and doing things on an ad hoc basis.  There has been no focus and no systemic approach.  The 
issue of Aboriginal heritage and how it relates to other mining issues - 
Dr CONSTABLE:  We are on the same wavelength because that is why I am asking the questions.  
Mr CARPENTER:  Mr Curry might be able to provide more specific information.   
Mr CURRY:  Approximately 18 000 sites have been recorded.  The veracity of the anthropological and 
archaeological information on many of those has not been fully assessed.  Any request for development that we 
receive is treated expediently, and all the material is collected.  It may be quite difficult for me to go back and 
find out exactly the oldest report that we have on file.  However, many of the reports are many years old and 
most would probably not be considered to be reports that we could use immediately without their being 
reverified in some way.  I simply do not know the answer to the question of how old the reports are.  I would 
have to go back and check that information and take the question on notice.  

[3.50 pm] 

Dr CONSTABLE:  I imagine a huge building stacked with reports.  Where are they held? 

Mr CURRY:  The Department of Indigenous Affairs library maintains them.  

Mr MARSHALL:  The mission statement on page 1109 is a wonderful summary.  I believe it summarises what 
Gerard Neesham is doing with his Clontarf Football Academy.  He is producing young champions and giving 
them a start.  Since the academy started, it has received spasmodic funding from the Government.  Does 
anything in this budget signify that he may get long-term funding or at least something more substantial to work 
with? 

Mr CARPENTER:  One of the first people to contact me when we got into government was Gerard Neesham.  
He pointed out that I was the Minister for Education; Sport and Recreation; and Indigenous Affairs and that he 
had a program that fitted those portfolio areas like a glove.  He gave me a rough outline of the Clontarf Football 
Academy.  We communicated considerably over a short time.  The director general of the department and I 
organised a very large amount of funding for him, without which he said the program would close.  The academy 
was not funded from this department.  It is not a funding agency.  However, we made approaches to a range of 
businesspeople and corporate funders, including John Roberts at Multiplex.  Several hundred thousand dollars 
was promised to that program.  As a result, the program not only continued but also expanded.  The Department 
of Indigenous Affairs is not a funding agency.  It concentrates its efforts on land, culture and heritage and 
developing a coordination model.  With the exception of the Aboriginal patrols, we do not fund those sorts of 
programs through this agency.  We never have.  Gerard Neesham is aware of that.  

Ms RADISICH:  I refer to dot point four under major initiatives on page 1113, which relates to indigenous 
environmental health.  Could the minister expand on that, and tell the Estimates Committee what agencies are 
involved, or are envisaged to be involved, in the environmental health needs coordinating committee, and what 
geographical areas of the State this new program will involve?  

Mr CARPENTER:  I thank the member very much for the question.  Mr Tann will give some detail on that.   

Mr TANN:  The environmental health needs coordinating committee has been operating since 1995.  It is 
convened by the Department of Indigenous Affairs.  A number of agencies at the commonwealth, state and local 
government levels participate in it, including the commonwealth Department of Health and Aged Care, the 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Commission, the state Department of Health, the state Department of 
Housing and Works, the Department of Indigenous Affairs and the Western Australian Local Government 
Association.  The main task of that committee is to pull together the various interests and service delivery 
agencies involved in environmental health to coordinate and better target the existing resources and to identify 
impediments to improving environmental health, particularly in remote communities.  The committee has 
sponsored a number of initiatives, such as the 1997 environmental health needs survey and the development of a 
code of practice for infrastructure development.  Over the past 12 months it has been analysing the more recent 
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surveys and identifying changes, improvements, gaps in service delivery and areas in which things are not 
improving.  The committee is trying to work at a commonwealth and state level to target those gaps.   

Ms SUE WALKER:  I refer to dot point one under major initiatives for 2002-03 on page 1116, which states -  

Promote a universal prevention approach to tackle problems of social disorder such as family violence, 
sexual abuse, youth suicide and substance abuse.   

I am generally interested in this area.  A few years ago, I went to Derby for a trial.  The local police officer told 
me that that town had the highest youth suicide rate in Western Australia.  I am not sure whether he referred to 
Aboriginal youth.  I do not know whether that statement is correct, but I would say that it is near the mark.  I am 
delighted that the department will look at this issue.  What programs is the Government considering for youth, 
both Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal, in country towns, where there is precious little to do and the suicide rate is 
high?  Those towns often have no community centres and there is little for youth to do.  How will the 
Government tackle that? 

Mr CARPENTER:  I will give the member a general idea and then get Mr Curry to be more specific.  The 
member appreciates that this is a deeply complex issue with all sorts of driving factors.  It is beyond the capacity 
of any one department or agency in any one level of government to deal with.  This is one of a number of issues 
that we knew we would have to address comprehensively outside the boundaries of any particular agency.  We 
established the cabinet social policy subcommittee, which established an indigenous affairs consultative 
committee, which comprises the heads of the relevant agencies and others, to address these issues in the only 
way that they can be addressed; that is, through a joined-up, whole-of-government, interagency approach.  An 
issue like this involves indigenous affairs, education, health, juvenile justice, community development, housing, 
police, and perhaps one or two other agencies.  It is impossible for me as an individual minister to do things 
effectively on my own.  That was the process we went through.  We are also involved in on-the-ground 
partnerships with local communities to address the needs they want addressed in the way they want them 
addressed.  This is one such project.  I ask Mr Curry to give some more detail.  

Mr CURRY:  The universal prevention model does not operate only within the State.  The methodology is 
generally accepted across the country.  The effects of such a model are the opportunities for the State and 
Commonwealth to join together in initiatives to address the sorts of problems the member has alluded to.  As the 
minister said, we have a structure within government that enables us to put on the agenda items of high-level 
strategic significance to the State in a forum involving commonwealth, state and local government 
representatives.  Most importantly, in October last year the Government signed a statement of commitment with 
the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Commission.  ATSIC is discharging its responsibilities under the 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Commission Act to truly represent the interests of indigenous people.  
Within that statement of commitment there is a view or arrangement that we will tackle these problems by way 
of regional agreement.  The Government is tackling that through a pilot project in relation to the native title 
claim at Tjurabalan and the Martu people.  

Mr CARPENTER:  Tjurabalan is at Balgo, and the Martu people are east of Newman and there is also one in the 
metropolitan area. 

Mr CURRY:  Yes.  Those communities are involved in a proposed regional agreement through which we will 
use the resources of the whole of government - state, federal and local - to address the sorts of problems the 
member is talking about.  The most important part is the partnership arrangement with the indigenous 
community.  The view is that we cannot proceed to resolve any of these problems unless there is an agreement 
with the indigenous community about how we should do business, the priorities we should deal with, how we 
should assist those communities build their capacity to deal with those problems rather than having solutions 
imposed on them, and what benchmarks we should set for measuring progress. 

[4.00 pm] 

Mr CARPENTER:  It is worth reflecting on the approach to the issue.  Ms Thorley and Mr Curry went with us to 
the Ministerial Council on Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Affairs, which the federal minister, Philip 
Ruddock, attended.  It was recognised by those at the council, including Mr Ruddock, that this is the best model 
of approach for these particular issues that has been developed in Australia.  

John Arket from the Northern Territory reflected upon the fact that Western Australia went from having no idea 
how to deal with these issues to having the best model in Australia in 12 months.  It is now recognised as a 
model that other States will seek to emulate.  It came from departmental officers Mr Curry, Ms Thorley, Mr 
Tann and others as a result of the consultative process conducted with Aboriginal people around Western 
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Australia.  As much as we can be in this area - which the member knows is very difficult - we are sure that this 
will be an effective approach.  

I thank my departmental advisers and officers for their extraordinary efforts in this area.   

The appropriation was recommended. 
 


